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LEGAL STUDIES

The IPMAIA Legal Studies course, the successor of the oldest higher educa-
tion course for Legal Studies in the country and a pioneer in broadening legal 
training focusing on professions other than lawyers and judges, aims to train 
highly specialised legal professionals. While studying law was, for previous 
generations, only for the purpose of becoming a lawyer or a judge, the evolu-
tion in society and legal institutions demands trained professionals with more 
specialised skills, as imposed by the dynamics and needs of the labour market.

The Bachelor’s degree in Legal Studies aims to centralise training based on 
working as a solicitador and connected areas, bringing together the acquisition 
of knowledge about different practical activities with the field of information 
technology and developing skills in procedural and legal or preventative areas. 
In Portugal, a solicitador is a professional similar to a paralegal in English-speak-
ing countries.

Specific skills will be developed for performing the role of enforcement agent, 
for carrying out the work of a solicitador, representing clients at notaries, registry 
offices and public agencies, as well as special skills in the field of distribution 
of estates and divorces by mutual consent.

Professional opportunities
This degree makes it possible to join the National Association of Solicitadores 
and Enforcement Agents.
It is expected that those who graduate from IPMAIA will continue to enjoy high 
employability rates and stand out from the rest. This was the case for graduates 
from the previous course, which, according to official data, enjoyed the best 
situation in the region among all legal studies courses.

The main professional opportunities are: Solicitador* – judicial and extrajudicial 
representation, advice and consultancy, as a liberal professional, in an individual 
practice or with associates or even within a firm of solicitadores; enforcement 
agent*; judicial administrator**; mediator**; justice of the peace for family, labour, 
consumer, penal, administrative and industrial property law; private administra-
tor – administration of assets and inheritance; public administration** – central, 
regional, local, foundations and public companies (provides access to the senior 
official career in the public administration and a favourable position in recruitment 
processes for justice officers and the criminal investigation police (PJ)); private 
notary adviser – advice at registry officers and notaries; senior officer at land 
and civil registry offices; legal adviser and senior legal officer – responsible for 
litigation at companies; insolvency administrator; official receiver and manager; 
secretary at commercial companies; manager of legal departments and human 
resources departments at companies; management of companies and services 
that are highly legal in nature; real estate brokerage.

What makes this course different?
The IPMAIA Bachelor’s degree, thanks to its highly qualified and experienced 
teaching staff, guarantees the quality of the training, which helps justify its 
strong potential for employability. Students’ full professional and personal 
development is encouraged in their academic relationship with teachers, who 
may also be members of important legal organisations, on a purpose-built 
campus with first-rate facilities that meets the highest European standards. 
Portuguese students study alongside and interact with students of different 
nationalities, cultures and views, with incentives for international exchange 
programmes thanks to student support grants.
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YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

SEMESTER 1 • 30 ECTS

7

6

7

5

5

Constitutional Law 

History of Solicitadores

Introduction to Law Studies

Introduction to Social Sciences 

Fundamentals of Accounting

SEMESTER 2 • 30 ECTS

 7

6

5

5

7

Administrative Law 

European Union Law

Introduction to Economics 

Introduction to Computer Science

General Theory of Civil Law

SEMESTER 1 • 30 ECTS

5

5

5

5

5

5

Taxation Science and Technique 

Commercial Law 

Law of Obligations I 

Civil Procedure Law I 

Real Rights

Credit Instruments

SEMESTER 2 • 30 ECTS

5

5

5

5

5

5

Family and Succession Law 

Law of Obligations II

Civil Procedure Law II 

Insolvency and Recovery 

Administrative Procedure

Taxation Procedure

SEMESTER 1 • 30 ECTS

5

5

6

4

5

5

Company Law

Law and Technique of Notaries 

IT Applied to Legal Studies

Judicial Organisation 

Inventory Procedures

Enforcement Procedure

SEMESTER 2 • 30 ECTS

6

4

5

5

5

5

Deontology and Power of Attorney 

Court Fees Law 

Labour Law and Procedure

Criminal Law and Procedure 

Registry Law and Techniques 

Prevention and Composition of Disputes

(*) In the terms set by the National Association of Solicitadores and Enforcement Agents – see: http://solicitador.net)
(**) In the terms set by specific legislation on this activity.
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Address
Avenida Carlos de Oliveira Campos
Castêlo da Maia
4475-690 Maia

Telephone number: (+351) 229 866 026
E-mail: info@ipmaia.pt

Metro/Line C - ISMAI

Exclusive conditions

-	Extensive parking on campus.

-	A comfortable, welcoming environment 
throughout the campus.

-	Easy access by public transport, particularly 
the metro at ISMAI station.

-	An environment with new technologies and 
sport, improved with the construction of a 
new, state-of-the-art sports complex.


